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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


/ - 

Applicant(s) 


Examiner 


Group Art Unit 





-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Period for Response 

^ MONTH(S) FROM THE 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE IS SET TO EXPIRED 
MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



■ I! Mn ^ '^^'^^ ^'^^'^ ^^"^ ^'^ * '«*P°"~ ^ statutoor trtnimum of thirty (30) days will be considered limelv 

- K NO penod for response .s specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing dale of this communtalSn 

- Failure to respond within the set or extended period for response will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 



□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornial matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

Clalm(s) 



Of the above clainfi(s)- 

-^^Ccialm(s) 

J^lainfi(s) 

□ Clalm(s) 

□ Clalm(s). 



. is/are pending in the application. 



- Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
. is/are allowed. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on Is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on — is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All DSome* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number). 



. is/are rejected. 

> Is/are objected to. 

- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



□ received In this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 



□ Infomiation Disclosure Statement(s). PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 
J^otice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Infomnal Patent Application. PTO-162 

□ Other^ 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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1. 



Claims 26-97 are under examination. 



2. The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 . 126 which requires the 
original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When claims are 



must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next following the highest 
numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Misnumbered claims 26-97 have been renumbered as 1-72. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

4. (b) the invention vras patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 



Claim21-72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lan et al (USP 



Lan discloses a nanocomposite composition comprising a layered silicate material 
intercalated with an onium ion spacing agent and a matrix polymer. The amounts of these 
ingredients are the same as those that are claimed in instant claims 21-72. All other limitations 
of instant claims are also encompassed by the claims of Lan. 



It is noted that instant application, is a con. of 09/338222 filed on Jime 22, 1999 
which is a CIP of 08/995 178 fded on Dec. 22, 1997. Lan et al claims priority of Aug. 17, 1998. 
Instant appUcation can claim the priority of only June 22, 1999. Hence Lan is a prior art for 
instant application. 



canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims are presented, they 



6232388). 




Claims 21-72 therefore lack novelty. 
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6. Claims 1-20 are deemed to be allowable. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to U.K. Rajguru whose telephone number is 703-308-3224. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:30 am to 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James J. Seidleck, can be reached on (703) 308-2462. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-93 10/93 1 1 . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 



U.K. Rajguru/mn 





August 29, 2002 



jamesJ.SeidieoK 
Supervisory Patent Exarni?ie^ 
Technology Center 1700 



